Mr. Barber’s Notes on History Fair
for those who choose to strive for their best in History Fair

1.  Select a topic—Look on the History Fair link on www.dericbarber.com for some ideas.

2. Consider “Will I be able to find adequate primary sources for this topic?”
3. Can you provide ORIGINAL RESEARCH on the topic?  That means original information that has never been added by anyone else ever.  This may include interviewing someone about a certain topic that has not been interviewed on that topic before.  This may mean that you apply a primary source to prove a point in your paper and that primary source has never been used to prove that particular point before.  Providing this kind of original research is what it takes to advance to the higher levels of History Fair.
4. Judges love to see in your primary source list that you have “interviews” or that you have gone to a location to gain primary sources.  For example one previous winner of the state competition telephoned and interviewed actual litigants in court cases that related to his topic.
5.  Write down the bibliographic information for as many sources as you can and write down what you learned from that source and/or how you are using that source in your research paper.  This is the annotated bibliography and this is a critical part of the research paper for judges.  Winning papers will have about 40 primary sources and 20 secondary sources and each source will be sited in the paper at least once. 
6. CAN YOUR PRIMARY SOURCES PROVE YOUR CLAIM(S)?  It is extremely crucial that your primary sources can prove your claims.  Please note that the History Fair research paper is NOT a book report.
7. If you are in my class and are one of the top four papers and your paper shows hard work and shows potential for advancement to the regional finals and you are willing to revise your paper many times, you will have the opportunity of having your paper critically reviewed by a former college professor of English as a college level research paper (Note:  college level of writing is what is required for the HISD citywide level of competition). Also, you will have the opportunity for intense individual coaching by myself as the regional history fair day (and HISD citywide level) gets closer.

Basic thoughts to keep in mind while writing the History Fair research paper.

1.  Tell how the situation (economic, social, political, cultural, religious, etc.) was before this innovation. (around 20% of the paper)

2. Tell what the innovation was/describe the innovation. (around 20% of the paper)

3. ***Show how this innovation changed history***--This is the main point of the whole paper and should take up the largest amount of pages in your paper (around 60% of the paper).

See the “Topic Development Worksheet” for more detailed information on thoughts to keep in mind while writing the History Fair research paper.

Other Notes:

1.  Easy way to find primary sources--Get a good secondary source (encyclopedia, etc.) and then go find the primary sources that they used.

2. Have a “grabber” first sentence/paragraph—Get the reader’s attention.

3. Cite practically everything in the paper.  (average about 3 citations per paragraph)

4. You can include pictures you will just have to put them under the title of “appendix” in the back of the paper.

Note for Mr. Barber’s sixth grade class—Mr. Barber requires that an extensive annotative bibliography and a research paper be written first.  This will be the basis for your grade.  After completion of the research paper if you wish you may choose to work on another category for the History Fair such as write a script for the “Performance” category or create a web site for the “Web Site” category.  Of course, if you have a potential winning research paper you are encouraged to revise the research paper for the “Research Paper” category.
