In 1558, Elizabeth Tudor succeeded Queen Mary and was crowned queen. Refusing to ever marry, she dedicated her life to ruling England.   In 1588, Queen Elizabeth, with the help of parliament and the military, led the English army to the victory over the Spanish Armada. This victory resulted in a cultural and artistic diffusion all through England.  
Henry VIII was married to Catherine of Aragon for twenty-four years (1509-1533) and had a daughter, Mary.  His goal was to have a son on the throne.  Angered by their inability to have a son, Henry divorced Catherine and married Anne Boleyn.  To Henry’s disappointment, their first child was a girl, who Anne named Elizabeth.  More disappointment followed when Anne had three miscarriages.  In 1536, Henry falsely charged her with treason and adultery and had her put to death. Elizabeth would grow up not knowing her mother and always being the least favored by her father.  
As a child, Elizabeth was ignored and neglected by her father. In fact, in 1536 Elizabeth’s mistress, Lady Bryan wrote a letter to Thomas Cromwell complaining that there were not enough provisions to take care of Elizabeth or her servants (see Appendix A). However, Elizabeth’s did ensure that she receive a good education.  One of her teachers was a great scholar by the name of Roger Ascham.  He taught her Latin, French, Greek, and the musical arts.  To another scholar named Sturm, Ascham wrote, “She talks French and Latin as well as she does English.  When she writes Greek and Latin, nothing is more beautiful then her handwriting.  She delights as much in music as she is skillful in it.”
  Later in her life, these skills would help her become an effective ruler and appreciate literature, art, and music.
Jane Seymour, Henry’s third wife, gave him a son, Edward.  After ruling for 38 years, Henry VIII died and young Edward succeeded him.  With only six years on the throne, he died due to his poor health.
  Lady Jane Grey, a member of the royal family was crowned queen but after only nine days on the throne, she was imprisoned in the Tower of London.  Princess Mary became queen and married Prince Phillip, the future king of Spain.  Many wished for Elizabeth to be their queen because many deaths occurred under Queen Mary’s command; plots were made to overthrow Queen Mary.  When Queen Mary learned this, she imprisoned Elizabeth in the Tower of London, believing that Elizabeth was behind the conspiracies.
 Before Elizabeth was imprisoned in the Tower of London, however, she wrote a letter to Queen Mary. In her letter she asked Mary not to execute her without proof that she had indeed taken part in conspiracies against her (see Appendix B).  Two months later, Elizabeth was sent to a small palace, where she was kept under house arrest because there was not enough evidence to execute her.  The time Elizabeth spent imprisoned and under house arrest helped her to understand that she would be safer if she never shared power with anyone. On November 17, 1558, Mary died after ruling for only five years.  On the same day, Elizabeth became queen.  Because of Mary’s unpopularity, the whole kingdom was filled with great joy and happiness at Elizabeth’s accession to the throne.
  Her coronation in London included a long procession and was a spectacular event (see Appendix C).  Unlike most rulers and women of that era, Elizabeth’s first priority was not marriage.  She feared that a husband would interfere with her relationship with England and that she would lose most of her power.  Parliament disagreed and strongly urged Elizabeth to get married.  In her marriage speech to Parliament, she said that she was married to the Kingdom of England and that all the people were her children.  In this speech, Elizabeth wrote “Yea, to satisfie you, I have already joyned my self in Marriage to an Husband, namely, the Kingdom of England.”
   This dedication to her country allowed Elizabeth to focus all her energies on what was best for England.  
       One of her suitors, Eric of Sweden asked her to marry him.  Her response to his proposal was unpretentious. “And while we perceive there from that the zeal and love of your mind towards us is not diminished, yet in part we are grieved that we cannot gratify your Serene Highness with the same kind of affection.”
  This was an important decision because if she had married, by law and custom of the times, her husband would have made most of the decisions.  If that were the case, then England might not have defeated the Spanish Armada, which resulted in so many positive effects for the people of England.

          The day that Elizabeth became queen, her cousin, Mary Queen of Scots, became a threat to Elizabeth and her position on the throne.  Queen Mary had her own group of supporters in England who felt animosity toward Elizabeth because England had been a Protestant country since the rule of King Henry VIII and because Elizabeth had not converted England back to Catholicism.  Queen Mary and her supporters were Catholics and hoped to bring England back to the Pope and the Catholic Church.  But Queen Mary had problems of her own in Scotland.   The people there were on the verge of executing or overthrowing her because of the plot she took part in to murder her husband, Francois II.
   As a result, Queen Mary fled to England seeking Elizabeth's protection.   The majority of Elizabeth’s counselors advised her to execute Queen Mary because of the plots she was suspected of taking part in to overthrow Elizabeth.  Elizabeth, however, refused.  In her opinion killing a queen, especially a family member, was a horrible sin to commit, especially since her mother had been executed as a queen by Henry VIII. 

       Finally, Francis Walsingham provided Elizabeth with irrefutable proof that Queen Mary was involved in a plot to kill Elizabeth and take her throne.
  On February 8, 1587, Mary Queen of Scots was executed.  Scotland, France, and Spain were outraged for they hoped England would convert to Catholicism if Mary became queen.  King Phillip II of Spain was determined to teach England a lesson.  Spain had been the rulers of the sea for many years, which gave them a huge advantage and made them a formidable opponent. War between Spain and England was definitely going to happen, so the English army camped on the coast of Tilbury ready for the Spanish Armada’s attack. 

       Elizabeth journeyed to Tilbury in order to review the troops.  A ballad maker who recorded the event in verse wrote, “Then came the Queen on prancing steed, Attired like an angel bright; And eight brave footmen at her feet Whose jerkins were most rich in sight…”
  When Elizabeth made her famous speech at Tilbury, she made a pithy statement “. . . I know I have but the body of a week and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king – and a king of England, too.”
  Cannons rumbled and soldiers cheered.  The Spanish Armada was seen off the coast of England, but Elizabeth and her army were ready.  
Spain had 130 ships, but England’s ships were more updated and had better weapons.
  The soldiers used long range guns, which shot the bullets further and their ships had high fore and aft castles, which protected the soldiers miraculously.  The English fleet was lighter, faster and easier to maneuver than the massive galleons of the Spanish fleet.  In addition, England had excellent sea commanders; one was Lord Howard of Effingham.  At sea, things were not looking good for the Spanish so they retreated to Calais on the coast of France.  Unfortunately for Spain, the English army sent boats that were on fire right into the midst of the Spanish Armada.
  The Spanish navy panicked and fled north.  Only less than half of the original fleet survived while others were shipwrecked due to the terrible storms off the west coast of Ireland. The Spanish Armada failed and England rejoiced.  Not even one ship was taken from the English fleet.  

       The news of England’s victory spread throughout the world and a new era began. The reason that a cultural and artistic diffusion began was because for so long the English people had been apprehensive during the long time of conflict between Spain and England and then the subsequent war.  While Spain ruled the seas and held the Armada as a threat over England, trade was stifled and England could not exert its power. The great defeat of the Armada was a weight lifted off England’s shoulders. The victory gave the people a new attitude. The real celebration began on November 17, 1588, the anniversary of Queen Elizabeth’s coronation.
  The City of London was filled with ringing bells, fireworks, shouting, and bonfires.  All of England was ecstatic.  

Due to the new sense of pride everybody took in their country, lives began to change economically, spiritually, and intellectually.  The home life of the English people was changing.  Architects were busy building extravagant and lavish homes for the wealthy such as Manor Farmhouses.  Men and women living in dingy, dark, drafty homes were able to live more comfortably and at ease.  Hunting and falconry continued to become more popular for the rich men as well as sports such as tennis.  In the evening, the people listened to fine music, ate and drank delicious wine and food, and danced.  Trading with other countries reached its climax during Elizabeth’s reign.   
Even before the defeat of the Spanish Armada poets and playwrights in England were flourishing, however they were imitating poets in other countries.  It was only after the annihilation of the Spanish Armada that English poets and playwrights finally found their own way of expressing themselves.
   Sir Philip Sidney wrote “‘Fool’ said my muse to me, ‘Look in thy heart and write.”
  Theatre became one of the most popular forms of entertainment, especially for wealthy families. Households would hire professional actors to put on plays or skits at extravagant parties. Those with who were rich built and established theaters such as The Theater, The Rose, The Curtain, and the most famous: The Globe.  A great patron of the arts, Elizabeth spent a great deal of money on theatrical productions.
 
Poetry became extremely popular all over England as well.  Playwrights such as William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe were known by almost everyone, especially the wealthy.  Walter Raleigh introduced the poet, Edmund Spenser, to Elizabeth’s court.  He wrote beautiful poetry that was abundant on politics and religion.  One of his famous poetry books was the Faerie Queen, which he dedicated to Queen Elizabeth. “It is the mind that maketh good of ill, that maketh wretch or happy, rich or poor.”

 Due to Elizabeth's approach to government, religion and politics no longer intertwined, therefore people were able to express there opinions more freely without being punished.  Both men and women began to enhance their educations and even less wealthy individuals were learning to read.  Elizabeth regularly visited English universities such as Oxford and Cambridge to make sure that they were advancing intellectually and maintaining high standards.
  As far as she was concerned, a good educational system was essential to moving her country and people forward.  

              On another positive note, English scientists and scholars made many more important discoveries in math, botany, physics, chemistry, and other fields of science.
  Elizabeth encouraged scientists and scholars to work their hardest so that England would continue to grow intellectually and be a leader in the world of science and learning.  
 Queen Elizabeth I died on March 24, 1603 at the age of 69.  “This morning about three at clock her Majesty departed this life, mildly like a lamb, easily like a ripe apple from the tree… and I doubt not but she is amongst the royal saints in Heaven in eternal joys” wrote Dr. John Manningham in his diary.
   It was clear in her death ballad that she would be missed greatly by the kingdom of England and that they admired her profusely (see Appendix D).
Elizabeth, the Virgin Queen, led the triumph over the Spanish Armada, which led to the lavish homes, the appreciation and admiration of theatre, art, music, science and literature. No king or queen either before or after Elizabeth has lived up to her accomplishments for she showered England in happiness and prosperity. 
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