Welcome to the World!

 
Dear Johnston Parents and Significant Adults,

I am excited about having each of your children in the World Cultures and Geography class this year.  I am looking forward to being a guide on your child’s adventures through new lands, customs, and ideas as we navigate along this exciting, worldwide journey.

What We Will Study
Geography
Our geography studies begin with a broad view of continents and oceans and then focuses toward different land regions.  During the course of our academic year, we will study East and Southeast Asia, Middle and South America, Southwest Asia, Africa and Southern Asia, Europe, Russia and North America.  During all of our geography studies, we will engage in map studies, utilizing the numerous maps that are in the classroom as well as puzzle maps, student-created maps, computers and resource materials.
Student Notebook (SN)
Students will keep a Student Notebook in which the students will keep most of their work and notes.  The student is responsible for bringing the notebook to class every day. 
World Cultures
In additional to geography, Student Notebook and textbook studies, on occasion 6th grade students will be performing “cultural work.”  Cultural work is the work students in this class practice and perform in order to understand and to fully appreciate cultures that are different than their own.  These works are hands-on, student-directed, and are designed to be challenging and engaging.  They serve to introduce the students to the variety, diversity, and uniqueness of other cultures.
In a typical day of cultural work, students will choose the cultural work they want to work with.  Thus, one student might be writing Japanese kanji, while another student is creating a family totem pole to study Congo’s native religion of animism; meanwhile two other students might be playing the dreidel game which helps Jewish children celebrate Hanukkah. The teacher’s role during cultural work time is to present each work to the students and then to offer further support to students as they work to prove “mastery” over each cultural work, that is, students work until they can show their teacher that they can do the work without being helped or prompted.

Sixth grade world cultures/social studies teachers meet twice a week to plan lessons and activities for students.  The course of study is based on the Horizontal Alignment Planning Guide (HAPG) that is issued by Houston Independent School District.
Classroom Protocols and Discipline Policy
As we study about the cultures of the world, it will be critical that we establish a safe, respectful, educational culture in the classroom.  Therefore, I have established the following Classroom Protocols. 

Classroom Protocols

Students in class will:

Speak positively about geography, cultures, differences, and the work we do in this class.

Treat and speak to the teacher and the other people in the class with respect and kindness. 

Treat all classroom furniture, resources, and materials with care.

Come on time, prepared with all books, homework, and materials.

Work with a positive attitude.

Work without disturbing others.

Whisper while doing group work.

Listen attentively when the teacher or your peers speak.

Have pencils sharpened before class starts.

Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

Raise your hand to speak.

Put away class materials and pack up books when the teacher rings the “two minute” bell.

Supply List

Students will need to have the following items in class by Friday.

70 page spiral notebook


Pencils and erasers
2 large glue sticks
  


1 black pen and 1 blue pen

Colored pencils



Scissors
(Paper) Folder with a place to put in 3-hole punched papers and pockets on the side.

Pencil sharpener with shaving catcher that remains firmly fastened
I encourage you to contact me anytime you have a question or concern.  The quickest way will be by email.  My email address is dbarber@houstonisd.org.  You may also call and leave a message with the front office at 713-726-3616.
With your help, I am looking forward to guiding your child on this worldwide journey.
Deric Barber

6th Grade World Cultures and Geography Teacher

Johnston Middle School
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please cut along the dotted line and have your student return this bottom portion to me.
Student Name (printed) ___________________________________ Class Period ______

Parent or Significant Adult's Signature_________________________________________

Parent or Significant Adult's Email Address ____________________________________

Parent or Significant Adult's Phone Number during the day ________________________
